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DOWERIN MACHINERY FIELD DAYS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.48 pm]: I will keep my statement tonight 
brief because I know that other members wish to speak.  
Last week, with other members of this house, I attended the 2021 GWN Dowerin machinery field days. They were 
the best field days ever and were planned in much uncertainty after the cancellation of the 2020 event. They were 
opened by the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who made a nice little announcement 
of a $4 million investment by the McGowan government into the Western Australian sheep industry. I sat down 
with the committee in June and we needed to make a decision about whether the field days could proceed. It is 
a very expensive event to hold, and one that falls back on the committee and the community of Dowerin and 
surrounds. There was the great risk of a lockdown, especially close to the event, which would have seen the loss 
of hundreds of thousands of dollars and uncertainty over the future of the event, which has been held every year—
barring 2020, because of COVID—since 1964. There was no lockdown at that time so the event went ahead, and 
there was record attendance on the Wednesday.  
The overwhelming response of everyone who attended, including the management committee, was to thank our 
Premier, Mark McGowan, for the great job he has done in keeping Western Australians safe and strong, keeping our 
economy open and maintaining our ability to hold these events. Everyone made the comment that such an event 
would not be able to be held in other parts of the country. We are very thankful to the Premier.  
There is something for everyone at the Dowerin field days, and those who have attended will know that it is a great 
couple of days out. It is a great event for our region, the wheatbelt, and for the Dowerin community. It was really 
missed last year, both socially and financially. I want to extend special thanks to the committee this year, because 
it was a very stressful time for everyone involved in the planning of the field days. I thank Ash Jones, the chair of the 
committee; Josh Ward, his very capable deputy; Dale Metcalf; Louise Hagboom; Glen Quartermaine; Andrew Todd; 
and Michael Metcalf. They are all voting members of the committee and had to make the hard decision on whether 
to proceed or to call it quits to reduce the risk. I extend my thanks to Rebecca McCall, Nadine McMorran and 
Tracy Jones, who also sit on that committee. Nadine and Tracy are the event coordinators and handle marketing and 
finance. Thanks to all the other staff: Jane Grigson, who is the assistant event coordinator; and Wendy Flavel and 
Lisa Smith, who handle the significant amount of administration required. Probably equally importantly, thanks to 
Patsy Metcalf, who organises all the food. I think there were between 15 000 and 18 000 people there on Wednesday. 
The weather turned a bit wintry on the Thursday, so crowds were down, but that is a great achievement—to organise 
all that food and catering for such a large number of people. The Shire of Dowerin also does a great job with the 
field days and offers tremendous support. To Shire President Darrel Hudson and CEO Rebecca McCall: thank you 
very much for your continuing support of this great community event. 
It is an amazing achievement for the small community of Dowerin to hold such a large event every year. I know 
there are events held at Mingenew and Newdegate, as Minister Dawson mentioned previously, but I think it is fair 
to say that Dowerin is the largest event; it is the big one each year and attracts people from all over the state and, 
usually, from all over Australia.  
There was record attendance; it was a great day, and it was just great to have the field days back. Everyone who 
went really appreciated the opportunity to get along there and see people that they see only once a year: their local 
political representatives, machinery dealers, stud ram breeders, grain traders, bankers—everyone they would ever 
want to see, all together in the one place. It made for a great day, and I really look forward to next year. The field 
days are back, and it is really great for the wheatbelt. 
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